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How’s Boise
Doing?
A Community

Update on
Achievement in the

Boise School
District

Look closely at your Boise School District and you will see great
things happening! From highly successful students, great teachers/staff
members, and increasing state and national honors, Boise School
District continues Educating Today for a Better Tomorrow!

The proof of our success can be found in this annual achievement
report. It also can be found in each and every classroom in every
school. At BSD, we believe all students can learn and we provide
the tools, support, and connections students need to reach their full
potential. We also:

* believe a rigorous instructional program tied to high standards
builds student knowledge and strengthens critical thinking skills,
while fair assessments monitor progress and truly measure what
students know and can do.

* support parents and community members who are actively engaged
in supporting their schools in constructive ways.

* believe student achievement is the measure of school success.
Resources and teaching strategies are tied to this goal at our public
schools.

* support safe, sound facilities and believe student enrichment activi-
ties create an environment where students can learn and grow.

* believe students and staff have access to timely, relevant resources
including up-to-date textbooks and current technology.

* believe principals are empowered to lead and make informed deci-
sions that promote learning at the school level.

You won't find this way of educating in other parts of the country.
Across America, public schools receive constant criticism from all
sides — by the press, special interest groups, community organizations,
politicians, and the courts. Urban schools in our country continue to
be faced with difficult questions about how to teach all students, basic,
advanced and real world skills and how to gain community support
necessary to achieve these goals.

Fortunately, this is not the case in Boise School District. Despite
growing urbanization, major increases in low income and non-English
speaking students, and increasing state and national requirements,
BSD continues to produce remarkable success in student academic
growth and achievement.

An example of changes impacting the District, the percentage of
limited-English speaking students continues to grow substantially, as
does the percentage of low-income students, up from 27% in 1990 to
42% today. Despite ongoing changes, BSD continues to rank at or
near the top of Idaho’s 114 school districts in virtually every state and
national measure.

To and d student achi in BSD you need
to know the complete facts. This report contains many. It’s a contin-
uing story of hard-earned success both in terms of academic growth
and achievement, all in the face of changing and challenging student
demographics.

Idaho’s highest number of students qualifying for the National Merit
Scholarship® Program, Newsweek magazine’s selection of Boise,
Borah and Timberline high schools as national standouts, and BSD’s
continued dominance of the State’s Advanced Placement (AP)
program are but just a few examples of how Boise compares in
performance to other school districts, and how Boise taxpayer support
continues to be more than justified.

We realize there’s much work to do. In our efforts to reach success
with every student, we know there are many challenges ahead and we
pledge our commitment to meet each of them. Included in this update
are numerous examples of how BSD students compare on major state
and national achievement indicators. There’s much more to tell.

If you want to learn more about how Boise is doing, please contact us
through our Public Affairs Office at 854-4066 or log on to

www.boiseschools.org.

Our sincere thanks to our entire community for supporting our efforts
to provide an exceptional educational experience for all of our

children!

Aft Balukoff, %res lent Dr. Stan élmn

Board of Trustees Superintendent of Schools
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